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Ore Dealing With 
Reds in Asia 


T HE DRAWBACK to dealing with communists 
collectively is that they are enslaved by a pathol- 
ogical obsession, to wit: their beliefs and acts are 
unalterably right, and all who dissent are unaltera- 
bly wrong, and also liars and scoundrels. 

It is the most persistent example of the closed 
mind within human view. When 
you transfer it to history, to in- 
ternational relations, you con- 
front an insoluble puzzle. 

It was President Nixon’s puzzle 
in one more attempt to bring the 
Indochina war to a close, and es- 
cape with a few tatters of the 
American shirt. 

Mr. Nixon knows — as most 
Africans .know — that the war was a blunder 
rooted m delusion, its conduct irreconcilable with 
the American ideal and the American commonsense 
view of the possible. 

That is, it was and is futile,, a flagrant waste of 
our time and our human and material resources. - 

it it it 

A/T OREOVER HE KNOWS, because he can see the 
evidence all about him, that the war was de- 
moralizing to the American character, and retarding 
to its traditional course through history. 

of tho h io«Ae Si u- nt so . ught , t0 overcome this setback 
of the 1960s His critics have said his method was 

wrong, and too gradual in its application. That has 

piece ^ 6en d lscu ssed here and is not pertinent to this 

What is pertinent, is that the President has for 

«ot^lmw ths > b »f e il secretly end eavoring to reach a 
^ tt ^ n ? ent wrth th e enemy in the Paris peace talks, 

,Lw u ng concessions which substantially meet pe- 
i lodically announced enemy terms. 

^nntt b of tailed, with the prescribed communist 
^putter of vituperation, and charges of trickery. 

★ ★ ★ 

V 9? the details of the Nixon offer in 

5? e news * ^ the main ^ provided that the Unit- 
ed States would withdraw all troops from South 
' letnam by August 1, 1972, involving a prearranged 

to fotoh ' vie ,+ additi0n ’ it: would back a new election 
^outh \ letnam, enemy elements participating. 

The only condition was that the enemy would re- 
lease American prisoners of war. 

mpp^th A t* d A ail f d exam ination, this offer would 
meet the North Vietnam and Viet Cong position that 
they would not negotiate with the Thieu regime to 
Saigon. - 

h . t u T Afu nly visible objection of the enemv would 
be that the election might misfire. The POW facto*- 

h,n°nA a tn m h tter °l childish Asiatic pride, while if. 
happens to be important to Americans. 

to it P w b lu that Ameri . can satisfaction is the key 
1 the “t my rented the whole package. 
A ey ,i he , n rai ?fd the ante by insisting the Americans 
should also aid in overthrowing the Thieu regime 

less Aai°^A PrQb m ly °A n a new and ec ! uall y sense- 
A-3 u V f 0, f[ d not Justify such an act, to our- 
selves or before the world. 

* °^. course is the primary goal — chaos It 

sMd’jSlS “ mmUnW ' S "tpon, wS we 

munktf on tKo a • ' a C ™ ple of decades with com- 
munists on the Asian mainland. 
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